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med men whose code із violence. 
E Aimccdy for wealth or for power they 
хану their deures by stealing and killing, 
exploiting the weak and the unprotected. 
Thein is a reign of terror. But, opposing them, 
there have always been men willing to fight for 
Іс causes of liberty and vine. men who 
devote their lives to the struggle against cruelty 
and 88(ህ51):ር- Such a man is the Phantom. 
The story of the legendary Phantom began 
four hundred years ago, in a sailing ship on the 
ዌክ seai 


Е“ тыі and сусту generation prodeces 












that -ዘዕከበበነ noticed the little boat | м 1 ke 
alongside under cover of darkness, п г the 
stealthy figures who climbed Mee. 
ship, hand over hand, and then dro 
silently, onto the deck. 

But soon the still night was rent by гі 
pain and fear as the pirates atiucked th ir 
crew. hee had | по chance lo Tan оге gla: 
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Only one man escaped. As the one-sided 
battle neared ite inevitable end а tall, powcr- 
fully built man jumped from the ship milo the 
water. He swam hard ond fast, the memory of 
the. terrible scene һе ከ81 just witnessed 
rencwiog his strength when his aching arms 
would have let him drown. He had በዐ rocal- 
lection of time, He only knew ап unquenchable 
desire to survive and an overwhelming relief 
when - just as [1 seemed he could endure no 
more - a powerful current carried him along to 
let him rest at 1881 on a remote beach 

Far from lus homeland, һе was penniless and 
friendlcss. But he was alive and, sickened by 
his experience, he determined that he and his 
descendants wouhll devote their lives tn making 
this land, upon which he had been thrown by 
the wuves. into à place of peace and justice, и 
fit place for men ta five. 

Generations passed, until now the sixteenth 
Phantom continued the work ûl his ancestors, 
Tall und muscular, be dressed in the attire has 
amccator had adopied and which had been the 
uniform of each succeeding Phantom: tight- 
fitung red sun, гаред and masked: tights 
striped m blue and ack, and black leather gun 
belt adorned with the Phantom crest, a silver 
skull Не bad also inherited the muscular 
phwaigue of his forefathers, so thal as ከር 
roamed through the jungle the natives saw по 
Change іп bm; they only knew that such a one 
had inhabited their land for hundreds of years. 
They believed be was immortal and they 
called him “Тһе Ghost Who Walks" 

But ghosts are lonely people and the six- 
teenth Phantom was very pleased one morning 
to encounter a party of antropolögists who had 
set up camp in a jungle clearing. 








As he stood looking down on the sleeping 
group he was unaware of the frightening figure 
he presented to the баш агра giri who was the 
(тм lo awake 

“Who... what..." 
back in fear. 

"Please, do rot be alarmed," suid the masked 
man. "| come ዜ а friend." 

The sound of their voices woke the other 
Two members of the party: à stooped, white- 
haoned тап und u younger man, darkhaired and 
Cathy 

“Why, you most be the Phantom." said the 
younger man "| have heard legends of the 
"mortal one who i» the scourpe of evildoers 
Не! I newer dreamt he really екені” 

“Tam sorry to have startled you." said the 


ኮነጠረ|ስ Карап shrink 








identity. ні is ibn we have v 
part of the jungle.” 
"We arc A working раху, EX 






















The tali masked man bowel 
"Perhaps | can be of some assi 
At апу rate 1 must warn you pe t 

dumser. The Bandar tribe, on wo 
have chosen lo camp, are aot a savage | ር 
but they arc unused ta visitors, Fear и, 
cose them to react hastily iD vür pre к 
and their Weapons of poison arrows ar 
primitive, but deadly. So, to ensure : ar x 
| must warn them of уюш presence.” | 
“Thank vou, but we do not intend T pre : 
here," «аш! Professor Rattigan. "We an 
lo locate n very ancient mice of py 
arc believed to inhabit this jungle. No: 
expedition has ever been able to find ih 
still the rumour of thelr existence peri 
Perhaps you have heard of hem?” - AE 


i 
ser ! 


"Тилдей ' sd the Phantom. "But 1 doubl 
whether they would welcome any intrusion. 
They ure à shy people, isolated by situation and 
inclination from the other tribes,” 

"We must try," the Professor spoke with a 
(በከር! determination thal impressed the 
Phantom. “The study of their habits and way of 
life is an essential chepter in the history of 
man 5 evolution. We mus iv to find them.” 

"Ihe journey 5 fraught with danger amd even 
the natives da not know the location of the little 
people's village,” the Phuntom commenced. 

"But vow koow! Jim Reeves interrupted. 
"You can fake us to them." 

The Phantom hesitated. He did not like this 
brash Young inan Who presumed so readily on 
an асдимтізпсе, 

“11 5 8 lot to ask of vou," the Professor's 
tone was apologetic, "Bur you would be per- 
forming a genuine service to mankind if you 
earonted us there ' 

“Very well." The masked man smiled зі the 
Professor and his daughter. "I must leave now, 
but 1 will return for you а midday." 

At his whistle n magnificent white horse 
pranced into the clearing. 


“Good boy, Hero?” The big man patted the 
horse affectionately as hc jumped into the 
saddle and raised his arm in farewell. 

"What a sph” exclaimed Pamela in admini- 
don as the splendid animal with its erect rider 
streaked off towards the ning sun. 


The joumey tê the land of the litile people 
tok several days on horseback. 

Phantom led the way on Hero, with his faith- 
ful wollhound, Devil, racing. alongside. The 
others followed m single Ale through the 
treacherous country. 

Аз night they 551 up camp, building a fire to 
wurd off any night-prowling animals. Each 
morning the Phantom would himself extinguish 
the fire and clear up 88 traces of their presence; 
he had been well trained in the ways of the 


jungle by his father, the previous Phantom. 










As they sat Walking around በከር campfire in 
the evenings he became hetter acquainted with 
the tro, and soon в genuine friendship sprang 
up between him und the Rattigans They Were, 
aher ай, his kind of people, willing to devote 
(һе lives to promoting the good of mankind 

Hui Reevcs partied him Гау ideals secmed 
at variance with the character of this man 
whom he рса іс be shiftless and untrust- 
worthy. Somehow he secmed tò ft ia more Lo 
the Phantom s conception of a playboy cum 
confidence mekaer, operating on the fnnge of 
micmational society. rather than а serious 
antropologmt seeking truth al whatever 
personal task. 

The Phantom touched om the subiect diffi 
dently anc night па be and Pamela chatted 
gether after Ше peo mcn had sented down io 
“кер 

“Have vou kerin hm Reeves long?” he 
asked ber, 

"As u matter of fect, we'd never even heard 
af him uni a dar or s before we ser aout," 
Pamele rephed. "Apparently he overheard а 
con+versabon at the Explorer C lub іп Ветий, 
«hen әкету father s friends were discussing 
‘ми plans The nes! do, he approached my 
[aiher expecsxing his cnthusissm for the pones! 
Amd üsking to be allowed to come along and 
herp. 

Hut he qualified for such work’ the 
Preeti uem sake 

"His қ, ard mine, is morely 10 record data. 
The informanon wl then be studied armi 
analysed by my father. As wc had vot the 
ስ) алын Without рау was eagerly accepted by 

y Ether" 
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The Phantom did not pursue ihe n 
further, for he did not want toon; ME : е 
her father. Hut he was convinced that 5 
ulterior motive lay behind Recvcs' a n. | 
He diverted the guis thoughts ኮዝ tel in ፲፻ her 
whet ከሮ Қаса of the hille people. T! e d б | 
once heen a war-hke race, መመላ: En 
the other tribes by night, stealing and Xi = | 
I: was recorded in the four-centuries- а: 
Phantom chroncles how his ancestor h 
Fill y тіле кені to subdue them. In be n 
ting Treaty of the Rattle they had p 
nover to bother the be people mois aiai 
for the Phantom’ арысына ил (9097 үс al T 
secrel hideout Аза sign of their # H 
each year, or the ninth moon, сос of ihi 
messengers came, at the dead Ama, ion 
à rattle on the fabulous. skull three. af 1h 
protector. 








‘So you zer why 1 was reluctant 10 take you 
heir village," the Phantom concluded, | 
we de appreciate your help and we will 


“We де " же : 
never betray your confidence,” Pamela 
| a ad | 
ти doux kumned in the Phantom s mind. 


Aa sec morning the oddly assorted quariei 
amado" the dense greenness of the jungle 
anto à rocky shore. Straight ahead ef them was 
a shallow river of hot lava | 

There ja ПО way Lo reach Ше land af the 
inje people except by Crossing this river, 
Phantom explained. "This is why they have 
managed to remain isolated over the veurs. But 
these huge rocks sticking out of the lava сап be 
wed as stepping stones. | myself have made 
the joumey many times, but | must warn you 
(ዘ ks dangers” 

"Contine on, Phantom," «ud the Professor 
firmiy. "We will follow you.” 


M 


_ Reeves, though pale with fear, also assented. 
Carrying Purnela, the Phantom picked his way 
carelully over the rocks, followed more slowly 
by the two mea. His mind was puzzled. Reeves 
Was not a brave mun; why then was he risking 
much, even hn fife, to make this wip? 
stood together on the pebbly shore, Even the 
Professor could not suppress a shudder as they 
looked back atthe bübbhing lava into which one 
false step would have plunged them 

In the silence of delayed shock they followed 
the Phantom as he walked towurds a large rock 
which resembled a giguntic саріс in full flight. 
Drawing into the shadow of thc rock they were 
accosted by a tiny man. bo higher than the 
Phantom's knees, who (саттым! a large spear the 
punt of which, the Phantom told them, was 
impregnated with a “Чеер-ікіпсінш drug 

Recógmsiog the Phantom, the liie maa 
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chattered away happily, in n dialect ur 
10 the Professor, as he led them. 

cave in the ck which opened ou iara 
of my dwellings hewn out of the rock it 


A gathering of sonic irem considered the 
Phantom" и reques that Бе Dr 





= foras D 
At fret they showed obvious Sesion о Ris 
Zungen ፍመ. day. di: run ብ 
This settled, the Phantom a ا‎ 
litile people should look after the hors es መ 
the dog. which they had left ut the other side. 
Crossing the tiver of lave р c ee 
for they had trained eain. d T ge, ni х Vi 
siceds. [n this way the little gr п. 
mounted the obstacles of distance, кю yo 
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water. 

"The world owes you a debt of к de 
Phantom," «nid the Professor, as they w gor 
being escorted round the village. “Т үү 
of this diminutive mice will prove te ven 
greater value than 1 had hoped." ES 


Pamela and her father were fuscinat dt "the 
crude furniture hewn from solid s per ch 
each dwelling contained, and particularly by 
the anergy 

“Incredible!” the Profes edo en 

"Almost identical with some of the y painiings 
in tbe Lascaux enves in south west Fran e "a 

But the Phantom, observant аз Er % 
noted thar Jum Reeves wandered aroun 
patiently, only showing interest 5 wn d 2; 
ne, он aan eae ded 
worshipped their god, whom they | А 
Jupiter, û squatting one-cyed monster In w 
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presence Ihe pygmies seemed consumed by Many of the little people were ther 


маг him, and they huddled in a corner, muttering 
lim Reevesapproached the image to examine angrily among themselves. The Phantom's paxe 
ir more closely. went immediately to their crouching god. As he 


“lis eye is а solid emerald," he muttered had feared the great emerald was missing from 
excitedly, almost unconscious of his com- the face of Jupiter, leaving a guping bole in the 
panions- "Must bë the largest emerald in the - eye socket. 
world.” Then he heard à some that was almost 

So this was Reeves” motive in coming to the inhuman, like the frantic jabbering of an idiot. 
1484 of the little people, Phantom thought, tò It came from just under the god-figure and, 
deal the famous emerakl. His Judgment on the noving forward into the great shadow cast by 
man had not beca unjust. But, somehow, he the statue, the Phantom saw a writhing ligure 
must prevent Reeves’ plon from succeeding. If that wus Jim Reeves, But this human wreck, | 
be failed, the harmony which his great ancestor unconscious of пяе and its surroundings, was | 








had achieved might be destroyed forever. He a parody of the debonair young man who had | 
Aetermaned (б keep а cónstunt watch on Jim only lately bid him goodnight. In Reeves’ right | 
Reeves hand was the emerald, its light flashing through 


But this time the other man caught the the clutching fingers. 
Phantom unawares. hm Recves’ impatience (о 
possess Ihe fabulóus emerald would not fet ከዘ 
ral, even tar one more night. 

The Phantom was aroused from sleep by the 
кети beat of native drums. He listened for a 
minute to the frenzied message of alarm, then 
he started off instinctively in the direction of 
Ihe temple. 
















As the Phantom bem closer aver the writhi 
man hc beard a sound behind him. Н was 
Profossor Re amd Pamela; they must 





"He must have tried to steal it." 
Не bent down lo retrieve the precious stone 
[ror the thief 5 hand. 


"Careful, Professor, Dont touch itf” the 
Phantom pulled him back sharply, "Lianuted io 
height and strength by m quirk of nature the 
lille people have, through the gencratioms, 
perfected many methods of protecting them- 
seives and their property. That emerald is 
covered in a drag which seeps through the 
pores of whoever touches the stone. Reeves 
has been well punished for his folly.” 

“Will he dic?" Pamela asked, looking with 
horror at the convulsng figure at their feet 

"He will not die," the Phantom assured her. 

"The drug causes a fever which will nass otf 
ina Week or so. But when the fever abutes 
Reeves will not remember unvthing thai has 
happened to him in the last few months. AB 
memory of the emerald and of his attempt to 
steal ዘ wil have been erased [rom hie mind 
forever He will not even remember the 
existence of this village.” 

"But wil the руепие be satisfied, or will 
they seek to punish him further?” asked the 
Professor. 

“They are û peacetoving people now,” the 
Phantom answered. “They only ask to be left 
alone here with their familhes snd ther pods 
I think they will accept my assurance that Jim 
Reeves will trouble them no more.” 

A few дауа later, when all the research had 
been completed, the party departed in peace 
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from the ішкі of the itle people, the tio m, 
supporting the semiconscious Jim J pes d 
between tham. Y 

On the edge of the jungle, Phantom and ከ! ils 
friends parted сампрапу. ш. 

"You have performed a service ta ከ m 
which shall mot be forgotten, Реа 
Rattigan told him. 

"And don't worry, nobody will ren ut 
from us the whereabouts of the litle people; 
Pamela assured him 

They watched as the Phantom end" 
into the darkness, ከ35 tall figure unfamil T 
city clothes, half<carrying a still dazed J 
Reeves. 

la the sul hours of the night the nt 
entered the ciy and depositado አከ: "tir n 
bundle in a hospital waiting room, where id im 
Kerves would soon be ш) and айсы) ji 
hy the staff. 

It was daylight as he made his way b k 
through the waking sireets. In the иссе cà 
gub of raincoat and trilhy hat, pulled EPA i 
his eyes, he passed unnoticed among 1 
hurrying crowds... just am ordinary mar. . 
to those who knew him - some who feared f = 
and others who loved him - the Phantom w war | 
ейік келінінен тда 















фес, 4 р 















аі 









um j y 


DEVIL IS LOST! 
HELP HIM TO FIND 
HIS MASTER 





